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Trade, Credit, and Laws of Trade, 
I have endeavour’d to make every 
the meaneft Underftand- 
ing, 2s pofhible 5 always efteeming, Piaic- 
nets to be the Perfeétion of Language, and 
being explicit, the true Defign of Provi- 
dence, in giving Man a Yeice, and Words 
to (peak by 3 he chat ftudies to {peak deep- 
ly, fiudies, and takesa great deal of Pains to 
do ju nothing, and as Fob fays, Darkens 
Counfel by Words witbout Knowledge, 


Yer in (pight of plain 4, B. ¢, io Trade, 
gs are not all of 


will 


I: my purluit of the great Articles of 


Thing as plain to 


while Men’s Unnderftandin 
a Size, that which informs one Man, 
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not isform another ; and therefore as tacy 
muft be dealt with in cheic dwa Way, fo it 
you find-me telling my Tale twice, or fay- 
ing the fame Thing by dittering Methcds, 
this muft pafs for rhe Reafon of it. 

Iam in the Matters of Trade, {peaking 
upon two Heads, viz. The Trade to Frence, 
and the Trade to Africa, both ufeful 
Branches of our General Commerce, and 
both, for now almoft an Age loft, as 1 may 
call it, to the Nations whether by our 
wilfu), or Ignorant Miftakes, Time may 
ferve for me tc tell you plainer. 

I have declas’d freely for ao open Trade 


with France 3 1 told you before I began, 
thac 
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that in my Argument, I did no way En- 
quire Gece clafh'd with Treaties, 
Bogagemests, or Alliances with Forreign. 
Princes and Confederates, or pot, as a 
Thing not within the Gafe, nor any part of 
the prefent Argument ———a——.» My Bn- 
quiry. isonly, Whether if it will contift with 
ove Politick Interef,, ft does confift with 
our Trading Interett ? ———-» And that is 
the Queftion Iam to purfue-———- Bas yet, 
in Obedience to the Impertinence of the 
Age, and to gratifie fome that think I can 
nor, or J dare not {peak Home, as they call 
it, to fuch.a Queftion 3 I that) fay a little, 
to the Politick part of our Prohibition, as 
ic may runcounter toany Teeaty or Agree- 
ment with our Confederz<es, 
I forefee where it will pinch, and where 
only, viz. Our Treaty with the Portuguele, 


~ -a Confederacy that has indeed been Ufefut 


tous in Trade, more than War and in 
War, . more as we have kept the Enemy 
irom Engaging with them, than for what 
we have gain’d, or is to be gain’d by them 
———— Jn the War they have -aéted like 
what they are, amttia Trade they have a@- 
ed like what they ever were ; to be Cun- 
ning and Cowardly, are Properties that of- 
ten go togethers burto be Knavifh and 
Cowardly, are Properties that never part; 
Knaves are generallyCowards, but Cowards 
are always Knaves, for a Coward cannot 
be an Hone# Man ——- How fhould he be 
'Hoaeft? He has not Courage, and he 
that dares not. look Danger in the Face, 
dares not he Hone ft. 

- Now,.if in our Treaties we have fo ty’d 
our felves to Trade with one Nation, as to 
prevent our Trading with another, fo fat 
we have been bliad to our Trading Intereft 

I¢ would be a moft prepofterous 
Way of binding our felves, and therefore 
Jer the Enquirer fatisfie and inform himfelf 
in the Matter-—————- The Miniftry of Ev- 
guid, call them what you pleale, whem her 
Majetty has Employ’d, you will hardly call 
them FOOLS; they could not be fuch Fools, 
to Engage to Portugul that they would not 
Trade with France own, I have not 
feen the Treaty at large, but f venture fo 
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much upon the Senfes of the formet Mini. 


firy, If they had Eyes in theic Heads it 


could nat be. 


- They might engage, that they would not 
fuffer che Impofts and high Duties upon 
fuch French Goods as interfer’d with che — 


Produce of Portugal, to be taken off for 


fuch and fuch a Time, and what’sthis to 
the purpofe ? There has aot been a Word © 
faid yet, nor ever will by me, totake off — 


one Peny of the high Duties upon Wine. 


and Brandy from France ; itisa Cafe by it- — 


felf, on the Merits of which, the true dif. 


ference of the Trade now, from whatit was — 


formerly, lics, and J fhall Treat of it by 
it‘elf; But whatis this Treaty now, toa 
general Prohibition of Trade with France ? 
Truly nothing at al). 
And therefore I take upon me to fay, 


That the Prohibition of Trade with France 


may be taken off, and chat Trade be laid 
open again, without any Breach of our 
Alliances with Portuga). 

I next come to Anfwera moft valiant 
ObjeGtor, who thinkshe has made a Home 
throft at me, and crows upon the Advan- 
tage, crying Viftory, before he has put his 
Armour off; bis Question is put into a Let. 
ter by the Peny-Poft,. thus. 

STR; 

OV are very poftive, in your Notions 

upon the Trade to France, and take up- 
on you to Refle& upon the general Underftande 
ing of the Nation, in their Probibitions 
that Trade : Pray, How comes it to pals that you 
who are fo great an Admirer, I might fay an 
Adorer, of King William, fhould thus forget 
your {elf, and fly in bis Face, in whofe Days, 
and by whofe Counfels, and with whofe Con- 
fent, the fir Provibitions of the FrenchTrade 
were fct on Feot- This omiffion, makes 
all you fay of no Palue, and proves your Under- 
Standing 4s foallow as your Memory is fhart— 
Your Anfwer to this, if you think it poffible, 
is defir’d, aud pray Anfwer it direBly, and 
without your Flourifhes and fine Words. 


Your Humble Servane 
A B. & 
Now 
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_ Ibelieve 1 make as few Hlourithes 


ack tolearn your 4. & C.in this Matter, 
» and 


| Trade as little ia fine Woeds,as aay of m 
_ Neighbours 9 but if ever buted then i 
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my Life, or fhall evee have octafion for 
them, I havenot the leaft want of them 


hore, axa therefore adjourning the Difpuie 
-tomy next Review upon Trade; | hail only 


Jet chis Geotionén know befare Hand, in 
what particular masnes his Quefting fhall 
be anfwer'd. 

®. Ifhall prove, That it was abdlointely 

in Kiog Wiljam’s Time, and chat it 
is for the fame Reafon, as ablulutely 
neceflary to take off chat Prebibition 

now. 
~ a 1 fhall prove, That Prohibition of the 
Feench Trade, however fatal to us 
ee was not{o, bat Profitable mw ug 

en. 

3. Tfhall prove, That the Advantages 
we may. make, by taking off a Pcoh- 
bition NOW, are afl Founded upog 
the Advantages wedid make, of laying 
On a Prohibition then, aod that the 
fame Reafon that madea Prohibition 
then the wifeft Thing, makes it now 
the maddeft Thing the Nation could 
do, or ever did ia the Matters of 
Trade. 

And when all thisis prov’d, I prefume 

eur A. B, C. wiil be anfwes7d. 


But Ileave him for a while, and tura to 
the other of our National Blindoeffes which 
1 mention’d at firft, and this is negleéting, 
expofiog, andindeed throwing away ano- 
‘ther comliderable Branch of our Trade, F 
mean that to Africa. 

So much has been {aid to prove the Ufc- 
fulnefs, the Advantage, and the Neceflity 
of that Trade, that it would be a vain Re- 
petition to fay any more —— Whatever 
can be (aid fora Trade, that is the Effence 
of our Colonies The Support of our 
Sugar'and TobaceqWorks, that brings much 
Home, and carries little out; toat Exports 


fe a 


591 


neceffary to Prohibit the French Trade 


xen ia, 


, 
nothing, but what we can-fpare, and 
Home nathiag but what brig pay with- 


Out ~—= That fets our Posr to Work, for 


Manufa@turer, Eavylogs our Shi aod 
excendsour Dominions ; "That ers out. 
our Woollen to Africa, carries Slaxes to 
America; That baccess Gold fur Glafs- 
Beads, and the Riches of Africt, for the 
Baubles of Zurepe, may be. id for this 
Trade. ; ; 

And yet for how weak a Conteft, forhow 
Senfelels a Difpnte, are we giving away this 
Frade 2?—— And that, as we may fay, co 
any Body chat will take it —— And what 
isthe We:ght of this Dilpute.? Oaly whe- 
ther thefe Pegple or thofe Peupte, fhail be 
the Traders; a Difpute fo. tactith ia the 
Realon of it, fo fatal.in the End otic, and 
fo. eafie to be decided, that if an Lofatua- 
tion from Heaven did not feem jo new: ur- 
on this Nation, as well in other Cafes, as 
in this, one would not think {uch a Netion 
as. this, could be fo led on blindfeld, to 
theic own Loflesaud Difadvantages, 

Three Yesrs has this Nation now Lar- 
guith’d oader this Trade+Lunacy, and been 
deciding this mack Queftion, Whether the 
Trade fhall be carried on by an &xclufive 
Company, or 50 ?——~ Would the Publick 
bear with mefor faying it, had they thought 
fit, 1 bad almoft faid, KNOWN HOW, to 
ftate the Queftion right, it fhould have 
been thus. 


Whether fhall the Trade from England 
to Africa, from thene: to England 
with Gold, &. and to our Colonies 
with Negroes be carried on, by us, or 
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If it were refolv’d, as perhaps after {ome 
Debate it might Aa pt thac it 
fhould be carried on by us, then whe- 
ther hall we commit it to thofe chat 
can ay iCOM, Of fo chofe that can- 
not 


1 would not refie& upon Bodies and Af- 
femblies, ard National Confults of Men 
—— But this Vil be bok te Gy, chat of all 
the Publick Debates that ever 1 faw, I ne- 

ver 
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ne Wood} that’ —_ find oor Wa rae their Brror, that nee had éfpoufed the a 
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trident se nde round 4 forum . be 
hey inftead of fetching Cord Corditis'to her, eset oa ee infallible — 
“At leB we cun to theDodtor for help, and ree 
a Parliament —And wasteany it Secuticica for carrying un the. Trade, and 
Better here ?——-Traly coo much the fame fothe Honfe was fain to drop the Caufe, 
“Thisig; one rellsone Story, and onesaother’ Becaufe they were alham’d ef the People, 
‘ egilone another Names, Recriminate and — 
‘Rail, and the Houle could never come at I cannotty pote fo a they wll ete sy 
the bottom of the apa ~~~ Ifthe Nur- Separate TF eo 
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